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AESTRACT 

This assay attempts to compare and contrast certain 
Iranian and American library serial selection policies. It assumes 
that many similarities exist between the selection policies of the 
two countries^ but that special problemo and contrasts eKist in each 
one, also, Ihe paper CQncentrates on the policies of two specific 
institutions^ Drexel University, previously^ Draxel Institute of 
Technology, Philadelphia^ Pa,, U,S.A. , and'the Iranian Docuinentation 
centre {Irandoc) , Tehran, Iran, One is an academic library, the other 
a government agency docuinentation center. They are alike in some 
striking ways but are very different in others. In spite of the 
absence of data and analyses needed to support an objective study, 
the author draws two conclusions based on his' personal observation 
and experience. The influence of nationalism on serial subscription 
policies in Iran and America must be recognized. Probably it is 
common in libraries over the world to find large numbers of local 
titles on hand. Also, whenever local pride qr nationalism and strong 
library service ideas are combined, then a rich representation of 
local serials may be expected, as a way of providing good service to 
local users, (LI 004244 through 004252" and LI 004254 through 004267 
are related,) (Author/SJ) 
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Thlr, nnnny f4tt,ni!iptr, l.o compnro aiv! oontrnnt c'nrtaln Tranlnn nn-i Amorinfln library 
ii!ii!pi "''''^'^^ :^"^-^«tion policies. Tt aRnumon mny similnrltlnn to .^xiHt hotwon tho ne- 
ifJ^i|oi| '"^Lion policio» or the I.WO countrion, but Umt B^vaLal prohlcinn and >^onlrnntf^ 



iSSiSSEsoi ••^^•'•t An "ach onn, al.no. Tho papor annecntratnn on tho polinlnr, of two np-nifin 



innt.itutlonn, Drnxcl itnivernlty, prevlouRly, nrexnl TnFhitute of T«nhnoln.-v Plil- 
lilsllS la-clphia, UnA, and hho Tranlnn Documentntlon Centre (Irandoc), Tnhran, Iran. 

Onn was an acadnrnlc library, the other a governnient agency doouniontatlon contor. 
Tlir-y wero alike in someatrlkinc ways but were very different in others. The 
^ mithor was an adminlstrafcive ataff niembGr of both organizatlona tnov<^ several 

^ years fioparated his aervloo In them. The data were eathered by observation and 

Q the personal sxperlenco from whloh this essay springs. 
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Drexel was a private teohnlcal university with schools of ensineeri^,' ^business 
. arimlnlPtration, library scienne, horne cjconoinios and evening studies, the latter 
concentrating on enelneerinE. It had el^^er, Lhoupand students and one thousand 
faculty ''"^^ta^^eml^ers. Doctoral procramu had bnon started recfintly in stii/eti 
cnjineerin^c!plr^a.s. but the institution was primarily undergraduate. The ' 
TDrexil Ubrary had fif^^ fuil^tlme staff member?, and an annual budcet of ^«0,000. 

The Iranian nocumentation Centre was a national SGientlflo and techninal In-ormn^ 
tion centre supported by the Ministry of Soienae and Higher Education. Us pe= 
venty full-time staff rriembers provided library plus documentation and publioa^ 
tion serviees vdth an annual budaet of $^+00,000. Developing a large national 
resoarch library In scienoe and social science was one of its Importaut tasks. 

nie^material collections were very different In size, ^ its seventy five years 
Drexel had accurmaated over"£00000 volumes, while in its two years Irandoc had 
collaoted less than 20000 volumes. Drexol received JOoT^rrent serial titles, 
and Irandoc racoived ^h<m^ 4000 aerial titles. In both ca\es, by gift or ex= 
CO ehange,^but mostly by purchase. Drexel ' s annual serial budget was $100000 and 

if^ Irandoa'a serial budget was $130,000. * 

One of Irandoc 's first aerial selection steps was to work out its material col- 
^ lection^emphases. In a formal statement, approved by its executive committee, 

Irancoc's material naeds were established for all subject fields in terms of the 
Library of Consress subject olasslfl#^ion. Four levels of colleotion size or 
^ need were shovmi 1) Graduate research eollection, 2) Undergraduate major level 
^ coUeGtion, 5) Introductory oollestion for unlvei^jfcy freshmen, 4) Ho material.' 
O 
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Thf^nu nnt-c^orior appllnfl hn both ^'Grialra anci mona^raph^, Thn rollowlnii in a 
lint, oi' t,hH fioMn for* Wfilrii one or two level nollenfvlons v'r?v) fnlt to hn nnanod: 



A!-) ]:;nnyr*lopnrl 1 an (i) 

^-IMI Mlnnr nnnynlopouias (1) 

V»00-371 7nron:ri{. ion IHirGaun (2) 

AT Indcxnn (1) 

AP rorioniaal:! (?) 

AH AnnHoniion/ Diri^ntorlos (1) 

''T Dio.—Aphy ("^) 

" ^ noo^n^aphy (r.) 

1001 -;^o:^^ ^tlnf^on (iT^^--^ 

On^^niiQl'^^^rnphy (l) 
u;-' Ant=h^"opo{"rn|^rAphy (?) 

ON |:)l-686 AntliropoloEy (2) 
GV Gportfi (?) 

H Social Scionoe (p) 

IIA, HB, HE-HJ EGonomics (ly and (2) 
irr^-HX Sociology except UN 30-^J?9, 

HT 0?l-14n5, HV 4701-5720 

(1) and (a) 



K r^w ( 1 ) 

L-Lrf-i }->lunation oxnr'ph LA (1)- 

MA A rn h i 1 0 c t n r n ( P) 

im l700»;^50D!inmn nocoration !p) 

8800-995OTnxhlle;^ arvl Woo^lwork (P) 



T-TX 

U 

V 



Q CaloTino (?) 

OA-QB HathGinnticn, rhysicn, Che- 

mishi^y, noolopiy, Dotany^ 
Znolot:yj Pliynlolofjy (1) 
iMfDfliaiivi anrl llnlateji Fields (1 
Af^^^inulture (1 ) 
TecTinolocy (1) 
MilihAry Einience (S) 
Naval ScienGe (a) 
Z 49-100 Typlns and Shorthand (2) 
116-980 Book Industry /Library 
J oqiencG (g) and (1) 
1001 -IIP^ Diblloeraphy (1) 

Drfexel had no such formal policy statement, and interpreted its colleGtion Inte' 
rcKts and intensities broadly from the currlcular and research emphasizes of its 
parent institution. For many yeara, these interests had been simple and little 
changed, so they were not difficult to learn and remember. Each instutlont-a ser-- 
ial budget v;as too small to permit strong colltction developmant outside its pri-. 
mary ani secondary interest fields. 



Serial selection was organiEed differently in the two organizations, Irandoc tou^ 
ted large numbers of bibliographic and review titles to its reference staff mem^ 
bers for use in book and serial seleotion. Drexel did this, also, but in a some- 
wiiat different manner. Serials were sent from the serial record seetion to the 
rfiading rooms by way of the Drexel subject reference librarians* offices. If they . 
wished to read and do selection before sending them to the shelves^ they could. 
Usually, the serials were used for this purpose/ at. least Qertaln titles among 
them. 



Irandoc had a formally organizied serial evaluation committee, also, eonslfetins 
of the chief reference librarian, who was chairman, the technical advisor, and 
the subject bibliosMphers* Each committee meetlns was held with one of four 
subcommittees organized by subject t the physical soienGes iniludinG engineering, 
the biological solences Inoludlng medicine and agrleulture, the social sGienoes 



ineludinG business and law, and flMlly, the fieldS^f eduoatign, library aeionde 

\ 

and general subjeota. Eaoh suboommltte© Qonslsted of two professional subjeot 



blbUo..jrapi,flrG with bachalorG, mastorn. or doctors desrees in the appropriate 
nubjoct finlds. In addition, two ar,2i£tant reference librarians and another ' 
yubprofcnnional were oona.nional committee members. 

nar-nlQ oopio.'i or Gpeoific titles wnro aolGctfd for tha comrnittoe'ffl considera- 
tion from the Berlal' stacks or else from sift and exeb.anae items recently arrived. 
Tho commlttoe mnt weekly in the chairman's office to evaluato ^a stack of titles 
ill one of tlio four nubject areas. Each title was inr=pectod by thosoi. present who 
voted demooratically on them. They voted to keep and bind the titles thousht to 
be essential (iCn-l)i Important titles, indexed In a aerial indoxirig service and 
..rGporting research results, but not considered essential, were rated sbmewhat lo = 
Vi"or (KU;?). less Important material was kept without blndlnc for one or two years 
and then discarded,, (K-2 or K~l)- and unimportant material was cancelled (cd). 

Tlie catoEory was Qstablished with the Qxpectatlon of future budeofcuts- 

which mlBht require cancelling all aubscrlptions except those in the KB-1 cate= 
eory coniposod of Indaxlns and abstractinc servioeB and source titles indexed wide- 
ly. Most "keep one year" or "keep two years" material was of marginal research 
value but was free and contained short research papers or useful news. Material 
cancelled was out of scope, ephemeral. In a lansuage not widely understood in ^ 
Iran, Indexed, expensive, or duplioated elsewliere In Tehran. A copy of Ulrlch, 
International Periodical Dlrentorv. was kept harty for committee consultation.' 
Unfortunately, correlatlns serial Subscription deolsiona with the serial budget 
was almost impossible. 

Droxel serial seloctlon organization was much mora Informal and relaxed. Irandoo 
made a deliberate attempt to seek out and evaluata every title currently on hand 
as well- as a large number of titles not readily available, but no such attempt 
was made at Drexel. Probably, chls oontraat rclate«,to the two countries' charac- 
ter and personality differences and to the differences between two year old and 
seventy year old orGanisatiorv^ Drexel had a cood' serial colleotlon already and 
did not feel the need to select larae numbars of new titles. There was no sepa- 
rate serial or book evaluation committee. Nor was a formal reoorded decision aval- 
lable on any serial title, thoush an annual check of^ serial renewal lists provided 
the occasion for addlns or droppins a fe^/tltles. Selection was .In the, hands of 
the four assistant reference librarians, one of each coverina the humanities ^and ^ 
home economics, business administration -and the social solenoes., ensinoDrins and** 
science, and finally; library science,^ Vmenever one of tftese librarians saw a 
desirable title listed, hel.sent- to the ohiof refereaos librarian -a note reques- 
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.til!.- I'v" purcliaric.s "oltjctlon mlri^t bn mano aftnr chocklrv" F-Jrlal imic-x llj;tn, 
vcn.iin..- n.lvc»'tlf?ci:iftntR rnnoivn.i in tlio mail, or chooklnp; the cl bat ion in n now 

monoKrnp'i. Cortaln tiblor, rcquirnd oonvorGotion with racnliy mnmhorn, r.rv] nomo- 
t, liiiOH thf-y nui-frontotl tltlofl, alno. IT appT-oval waa obtainod, tiUo InforKmkior^ 
war, forwanlod to tiie aorinl reoord sootion. If the budgut p»3rniitted, the title 
wnn added to tlio rnibBcriptlon llot for the oomins yoar. 

Trandoo'c; Pivo most impurl.ant brond Giibject areas wore inodiolno, on;,-lnc!urin,s!, 
a,-rieultura, oduoation and bibliography. Within thrano fields, civil cnainooring, 
and particularly, road bulldiiy; were muoh more Important tlian aoronautleal or 
ciiomlcal easlneerli-y;, JuKt a,- jastroontroloey was more important fnan psychiatry, 
for instance. FJcGfluse of Irandoo's location In the MinlKti-y of raclcnco and Hlg- = 
hor Education, higher was more Important than elementary or secondary ocJucatlon. 
OocioloEy, statistlos and economics were of some interest, but generally, as in 
other developina Asian nations, the soelul sciences were of much less concern 
trisn science and technoloay and Involved far fewer students, faculty members, go- 
vermunt and business people. Since Irandoo was part of an institute of research, 
alsp, many titles wei-e selected in rQsaaroh managament, leBlslatlon and techniques. 
Ganerally spoakins,. any serial with the words. International, developing or com- 
parative in its title was more Interesting than, one with merely national scope. 
With international titles, Iran had a chance of loarnins somathins directly help- 

whereas most of the artlelea in national titles seemed to 
be only- rQmoteiy;^related to Iran. Since the University of Tehran Department of 
Library Science had little or no budget for material, and since staff and profes- 
sion-wide education was a major responsibility, Irandoo needed to purchase strong- 
ly in bibliography, library and Information soleno^ for the benefit of Iran's 
new library profession. 

Seve-al other subject emphases or limitations related closely to the national per- 
sonality characteristics of Iranians. Subjects in which they had a special inte- 
rest included (a) carpets, though serials on maohlne=made or sjmthetio carpets 
were vetoed, (b) roses, in fact a strons Interest existed in gardens and hortl- 
culture in general, (o) adult literacy material, impon.ant in a half literate 
nation, (rt) planned parenthood, vital for a high birth rate oriental country, 
(e) petroleum-, because of Iran's heavy eoonomlo dependence on it, (f) West Asia 
in general, of conslderablQ concern if not interest, (g) irrigation, dams, and 
water power, vital topics to an arid a, •jri cultural nation, (h) rice, tea:, dates, 
pistachios, and sugar, if only: because they were Iranian diet sta^s, (i) destrt 



■nf-uisi*-' or all ^inviM w'Tf? important to cinnnrt clv;olii^rft, nn vmn (J) lann roform, 
ilc (><) wool nn impo/'lant ^xporb oonimonity, nrvl fl) hannicrortn v;nro tou- 

^'int trA'jo il,,.'inni but only thono v/hluii v/nrc trarUtionally t?^ani<in. Ilon^ of thcoo 
-ubjnctn v/nr; of t^Hy Gigiii fioant concorn to Droxcl, howovcr^ 

Many rnibjoatn vioro of littlr^ Intert^^t to Jran, GometlmOG of nurprlnlp.^ly lltiaa 
lnt':vnt^\'-. Ong of thono nunjnQt;? v/oj^ oooanarjraphy . l^or a naMon v/ith r^-mn at 
bot.-i nn'in, Tran na^i nurpri^>ln;;:ly ]!ittln concern ro^'^ mrlno nubjr^ct.n. i'atorial 
wan ncl"ntr<:l in ^i'^in flol^l Anyhow, ^^^alnnt the hwakonJn^ of IntoT^ont In thn fu- 
tnr(^^ niici; thr '^^^Hin pinturQ )]nln for m.InlnLSi nlnn, nuhjnct Cor tfio futir^o. Tho 

1 itical f^oionao, Gnci antronomy woro much loss intnrcf^biii^ and unoPul than their 
applied anpcQtr^* Moteoroiocy v/as moro usoful thnn aotronomy, en/jinaering than 
mathamatics, seisniology than physics, InduGtrial testing than dofli|rn theory, 
pGstloi<^Gs than botany, commGrco than economics, law than polltleal solence. Iran 
was very pragmatlo. Public adminiotratlonj omi of Iran's great problem areas, 
was of little interest. Home economics and nutrition were little known fdS^s In 
family-oentered Ir^n. Liicewlse, physical education v/as poorly developed, modern 
business administration not much better, SnterDstinsly enQUghi. Drexel agreed with 
imst of those nefi^^ive views ^ but disagread strongly on two of the last three of ^ 
of them* • ••• 

In general^ the subjeet emphaois conformation was surprisingly similar at Drexel, 
fiumanities beins little Interest^ social science of more interest, v/hlle sci- 
ence, and partlculat»ly applied science, were of paramount Interest, Drexel was 
basically an engineering school, more than half of its students beins in such day 
or eveining currlwla, and its enslneorins material holdings vrere extensive. It 
had no medical - asricultural, education, or law purricula, nor any majors In the 
humanities-, history^ physical education, theology^ or architecture^. On the other 
hand, business adrnlnistration was of strong Interest — personnel, accounting, 
finance J nianagenient _ investment, office machines; — since a professional school 
existed in that fi^ld* The basic sciences oT chemistry and physics were of strong 
Interest, too, because researoh-oriented departments had developed there. Biology 
and mathematlos vie^'Q of Tnodcst Drexer interest as were such social science fields 
as sool^logyj political science and economics where small Qlectlva* departments 
existed. 

Considerable material was selected for the other professloml schools^ also, those 
in library science %nd home eoonomlos. Drexel 's collections therein were expected 
to the best in Fniltdelphia, one of North Amiriea's largest book oenters, because 



no o\a\ov i\tvoxvz niilaur4pf]ifi na}=-aoln o:clntnr] In thnnn niibjoct finlrin, Idhi^ary 
ni'P'linn nLuiinntn unad ti,n llVirary haavlly nncl roquirod nninri tUipli nallon op mA- 
torJal, nvon nnriala, Mant of tho titl*?D covornd In T dhrary 1,1 lorn lurn v;^>7^e 
on ihn nubnnription li^t* For liornn economics j tiio clohhlnp;, donl^nj nutrition, 
rook book, I'oonn, nonruiiu"^r, nnl p^r^ronnl flnanco oolloctlonn virro nxt.'Minivc. 
rWr-n a fnw nxp*^nr''ivn art poriodicaln v;orc? piirchanncl for home oconomlcn unn, ihouch 
no art mnjor ^^x^^1tad* 

Amon*: morG speclallzGcl and porlpheiMl fieldn, Droxel purcVianod some local pnila-» 
dolphia titles in ordGr to keep currnnh with aotivitno in Its immediate areai 
the same reason beina valid for Irandoo's local tltlos, Hov/over, rniladelphia^'i^ 
had a greater IntorGSt and prldG in their ho\m arf?a than did most educated Teh- 
ranis, even though the latter were quite nationalist lo* IrandOG subscribed to al^ 
most no reeroatlonal serials, the sober and fornial approaoh to be expected of 
Iranians. Philadelphlajp, living in a more relaxed aT^I leisure-orlentod nation, 
felt an oblif^^ation to provide recreational material for students and faQulty mem- 
bers, Thorefore, it selected a number of popular American and British humor, 
sports, fashion, picture, and literary titles, most of them in the humanities- 

Xrandoc solocted .a very fev/ humanities and historioal titles because they nontainedt 
some science "oh social sGience ^intordst,. also^ but Droxel included some hlotori- 
cal matorial for , its* Qtudehts "- taking hlstoi^y electlves and for others wisM nj/ to 
read ^^eneral interest .ra^ijterial. America s hlsh literacy rate and strong inte- 
.rer^t in eommunlcation brousht forth a flood of serials of all kinds and desorlp'- 
tions to chose from, in contrast to Iran-s thin colleQtion* 

Drexel's Individual characteristics emphasized (a) a.Gollectlon aimed at men* since 
a majority of the students and faculty members were male, (b) generally, a pi^ac- 
tlcal collection,: since all of Drexel's schools emphasised applied rather than 
thieoretioal fields^ (e) a serial collection of medium size, since Drexel's bud- ^ 
irat and researGh-emphases were still modesty and (d) a collection of major and 
minor £ap5 as It followed the Drexel curriculum, with humanities being So poorly 
represented, social sciences skewed strongly toward business administration, and 
cnaineerlns overwhelmins ,the other Gclences and technologies* Irandoc reflected 
a similar picture as that given in (a) above because of the. male-dominated Iran- 
Ian society, certainly agreed with Drexel on (b) practically, reluctantly on (c) 
for the same rtasons, and on (d) as wall, though not quite in the same way, agri- 
culture^ medlclni, and-^eduoation, for instance, being ambng Iraj^oc'a most Impor- 
tant fields. 



,\ llbrarinn v/nn nlvmyn^inalinnd lo t'lJjik of local iwvinls arul of nhorw) nltn^O at 
UPO/'H mucii llko thn local p;rotip an bf:Lm- onnonUal to bin hol«!in,:n. Trnrvloa flnrl 
nrcx^l arrood with tliis £^enorali?;ation. In each country, intp^'^st wan rlirQctod 
firnt tov;ard thn nerlalG of thn library -fs own country, wan acnuinod tiiat mont 

of rrcxDl'n GGrial titlos would ho Aninrican, altliouch tha author cannoi; rGmcmljcr 
d f nnur^nlii^i tlie problrin t.t any timo. American Gorialn wore mont oanily acconsiblt 
anruiiTied to be of cxoollGnh quality, and boGt rGprGGGntod in tho oorial indoxds di 
iiand. A larsc numbor of ufieful and good quality AmQrican titlos. wan anr^umQd to 
exist in any field, in fact, usuall^r movQ tlian Drexel could afford. Only the 
mont important ; foroicn titles were thought to beT.worth purchasin;^, and little mo- 
ney eould be spared for them^ ar^howp 

FMont of Irandoc-s staff believed Anlan titles to be univeraally poor, African, 
Ocoanlc and South American titles almost non^existant , European titles excellent, 
American titlos good and CanQdlan titles mediocre. Neverthelesn, Irandoc was 
much less provincial than Drexel in seeking titles from a variety of countries. 
Its hcldinoa included representatives of all continents and of countries from 
the capitalist, socialist, and developing worlds, Irandoc "S first Intbrest was 
in selecting Iranian serial titles or at least those aimed at an Iranian audience 
hovmver. Its ^collection of Iranian seienee and social science serial titles was 
quite comprehensive. In faot, a .majoktjr of all such Iranian titles published 
wore on its shelves, 350 altoEether. The fact that it was part of Irandoc 's mis- 
slon to index and abstraot the battar Iranian serial material, the .low or else 
free price att^ac^d to most titles, aM the responsibility of a central national 
governnient aaency to oollect, preserve and service loGal material comprehenslve- 
ly, since no other agency was doing this, were all reasons for Irandoc 's compre- 
hensive coverage of It. Of oourse, Irandoc 's coverase of looal Tehran titles was 
even more comprehensive than was its coverage of Iranian titles as a whole. This 
intra-natlonal seleotlvity was caused by the lower quality of many provincial ti- 
tles as v.-cll as by the difficulty of identlfylns and obtaining them. 



•It was doubtful that, Droxel had titles from more than a dozen countries, mostly 
capitalis-c countriea plus the Soviet Union,: nor that other eountries provided 
more than 5^ of its total subscription list. Tlie corresponding flsures for Iran- 
doo were 55-60 countries and 90fi, Drexel 's coverage of American titles was poor 
in terms of perGentase, perhaps lr5 "belna rep.resented, anri presumably only' the 
best of the appi-'opriate titles bains included. On the other hand, Irandoo subs- 
cribed to almost lOOi of the appropriato Iranian titles. 



M,-'. -.^ v.vi.- nn inipor'l -ni!, .ii''liv.t J on aril,'- "ion in l;ol-,;i noun',;'.! t;. /,>, ' r- 
"n.-.:, A'. Inn Inuiuano.",, u-r Inntinrr^i. v.'oi-c almont oomplotoly uni;no-m, r.,i ;r> '.itles 
... r.^c -■ivi-..; in liini-i. AfrJ-nnn laa':a'" wnm j-ivcn nn ao:,r lj]-'vrL].ion, l ','r.nr. .1 
:iu::;;lan wnn nlnio;;l n;; myni.i-t'iou:- , anii innhnrlnl in blial, laivjuni-n v;ii:\ i-.hou -ii*. !,o 
1'"" iiMcnlilr' by nil, inn h nn oT\n on Um campu.", oxGcpt in novCT'-Lo- 'Ovnr trnn: Intlono. 
iM-'-n.-h nni! i"i.;i'nnn. on l.hn oihor liniKl, vF'Vc nnmuiOi] to }>'•■ inLf^lllr.Lliln !,n niany 
unnrn nn.i worn Molcioni i^egnrdnd no notornnta to Dol'mtion, nnvoral ril/ni I ricftnt . 
tit.lon wnvc rocaivcd In hhono langnaiTon ann pivon some ubcj. Itootni'n European 
lfin.,';uaKC,'3 vjore Bcldorn eonnidorod, thouolit to \?r I'-atlier rramote and unlntnlli|;lblo , 
nnd to roprcRnnt third rnbn litorature. The Scandinavian counLrits and -f^rio Ne- 
iVicrlandc were thought to publish primarily in French, nerm an or Englinh, ao re- 
prGecjntation In their own languaegs was oonsidered unnQceasary. Spanlnh was con- 
siciered suspect for the quality of its sclontiric literature, but the lanauaee 
itstslf was not regarded as a selootion detercnt. Even so, little Interest exis- 
ted J.n Latin America or in Spain, so few titles were received. Italian and Por- 
tu/juese were less useful and were thought to Include few first class sclentlfio 
titles. Such West Asian languages as Hebrew, Turkish, Crreek, and Ordu were not 
even considered. Arabic and Persian were unintelligible to staff members and users, 
their serial titles unknown, unrepresented and unmissed. 

At the Iranian Documentation Centre, language anr even greater limiting factor. 
Persian serial material was of top priority, although its quality was said by Iran- 
doc bibliographers to be third rate. This low opinion of its uoefulness was al- 
most universal and led many Iranian acientists to publish abroad and read foreign 
serials only. Afghan Persian language titles, on the, other hand, were both hard 
to locate- and even harder to defend to Iranians qualitatively. Surprisingly, Ara-' 
bic language serials were oonsldered to be useless, slnoe only a /ery small mi- 
nority of oducated Iranians could read them. The writing script closely resembled 
that of the Porsian languace, and some words were reoo0nizable, but moGt of them 
were not. Of courso, Armenian, Ordu, Kurdish and Turkish wore spoken by small 
Iranian minorities, also, but oxoopt for Turkish, their soiontifio llteimture 
was almost non-Qxistant, and the demand for mat-arlal in these lansuages was nil. 
No other East or V/est Asian languages were read or spoken widely in Iran, so none 
were represented more than minimally in serial seleotion. African languages ditto. 

As for European languases, several staff members and users read French, iso many 
serial titles were selected in that language , in which scholarly titles were nu- 
merous. In addition to rtsearoh serials, the CNRS ftbstract bulletin series was 



wrn lUblrrntooti by even a i.^nth of the uncvz or r<^rnromn ntafr mnf.il.rr/;, riow'^vor, 
npanlnh, Poi'tticuenti, Dutoh^ nUBMiGn* tho r^oanninavian lammmr., ani the :-ani> Ku- 
rnp^^nn l^m\Ai\;:oii , all beinfj in thi:^ catl^ojory. Only i1.?;man and Italir^n wcro ro- 
nronnntnd by more than a few tltlen, p^rhapn 10-30 for f'ach ono of hh'?f:u O^jvimn 
v;aM lanrlit ro/^ularly In ce^rUln aocDnHary sclioolri, v/on popular v;ll.h nomn tachnloal 
riliui^ntR and wan Iran's rourth or fif^th ranking language. Ttalian vmn thn foroii^^n 
lAiT^^ua^^n of many Iranian architactn and wan rcproacntGd in tlidt ficlrl. 

Of QOuvDQ, theoo necatlvD Btatemonto about thcslr lan^^uaoos do not moan that A^la, 
iCuropo, AfT-ica and thn Amc?ricaR v/cre unrGprGsented in Irandoc^o nerlal collection. 
nurprisinGly, numbGrs of English lanGUasc serials were publlchod on thene contl= 
nonta, and some of thoni were oonslnered uRGful enough to bo includnd in sorJal in- 
di^MO, The large^fc mimbcr oT titles approvcsd for IrarvlQc aubscrlption, pGrhaps 
thprn foiirthn of tho total, wore in Kn^llnh, and roughly half of them worQ nelthGr 
Aniorlcan nor British, but camci from any of fifty different^ countries, ^ 

r^cadfns level was a matter of concern in both^places, thoush in somewhat different 
vmy3, The Tehran situation v/as more complicated than the Phildolphia situation, 
as should be expected. In Philadelphia, the readiiig level of most material was 
high, aimed at researohera* The faculty and student body were assumed to be cap- 
able of understanding it. Of course, m^at recreational material was pitched at a ] 
popular level, and certain useful titles were available at an intermediate level, 
but the latter two title groups were in. the minority. 

At Irandoc, the percent of serious and scholarly material was even higher. In ad^ 
ditlon, three other reading level problems exiGted, First, Irandoc's usor group, 
the sroup whose reading level was in question, was harder than Droxel's to identi-- 
fy and understand. DrexGl had a user group of affiliated', easily definable, and 
surveyable facility members and students. While the majority may not have been 
even moderate users, at least they were formally affiliated and looked to Drexel 
whenever they needed library service. In contrast, Irandoe had no user group of ' 
any kind in close affiliation. In fact, its user group was almost entirely poten- 
tial rather than actual. Though the Centre had institute and ministry staffs to 
^^erve, they were located Ih other buildings and seemed to have little Interest In 
information service. 

Gecondly, Iranian students and faculty members had a lar^uage reading level prob- 
lem. Few of them could read any foreign language well, yet most of the uaeful 
technical material was available only in a foreign lar^uage. Iranians who had the 
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pAt.ionno Anil ability to rnad Ion.-, ahntruco Kr'u:;llnh or j^^ronali InnKua/v^' tn.-rmical 
Ai'Llcl'N- noulfi cxpach'^d ho road thnrn at about ona tlilrd to ono hair Ih^ r^pood 
of a nal.ivn HnFillnn or Pi^encn reader. 

'niirily, alniont no Iranians h^d tho stroncth of intoront or the capaldlity of under 
rtnndii\^ the: nioro advanced rooearch material in any ritUd, oinae fow people wore 
dolii-j advancod nraduabn ronnarah, Hnnco,/bhnrc v/an no pgint in buying it. An a 
u\r\tlov of ract, vary It Ltlr^ rorioarch 'wan baln^^ fjai^rind on at any Invol. Thnrnrorn , 
Irandon wa^^ required to balanco tho present situation a/jainBt the need to ntart 
acquirlna Journals of scholarly respoetabl] Ity to support the research anticlpa- 
trd in a decade or two, A compromine was necessary to excluda thor^n journain which 
would bo too advanom even for the next gGnGration, huh to inoludo thono Journals 
pitched at more nearly an intermediate levels moderately scholarly, and on more 
Ganeral rathor than very specialized topics. Not only was thl.^ compromise diffl« 
cult to understand and apply to scholarly Journals, but convlnolng IrandoQ bache- 
lors and masters degree level bibliographers that their professors were capable 
of using only elementary wet tern research material was almost Impossible, also. 

Ab a matter of fact, thousands of undergraduate Iranian students eould hardly un= 
der^tand elementary professional papers in their major subJeGt fields. They v/ere 
seldom required to do very much: reading,! however. Of course, to some extent, it 
was true at Drexel, also, that many students had diffloulty uAderstandini' thej^ 
assignments, but it seemed not to have been considered there* 

Asoortalnlng the 'VlEhtness of fit" between each title and users' needs in subject 
matter and reading leveX was diffiGUlt in both oountries, and matehos v/ith define- 
able groups not always easy to locate. Generally, In both GOuntries, academic 
and special libraries preferred soholarly to popular level material, -so determi- 
ning the oontent's scholarliness and even the quality of its seholarlinGss were 
p^rt of t^s selection task. In this way, the National rreonraphlc surfered in com- 
parison with the American Journal of neof:raphy> for Instance, Public libraries 
misht solect the National neof^raphic, partly for its popularity as well as its 
easy readings level, but these factors rarely affected seleotlon positively In 
either of the two organizatJons discussed here. Such American titles as Time, 
■lewnweek and Life were early IrandDC selections, but they were Indexed in its 
serial indexing services, also. They could be obtained easily by airmail througii 
a local news agent, though in turn, this was due to the popularity of their news- 
stand sale* 

Data on user needs and interests,-was not colleoted thorouglily in either place, nor 
W£G it easy to predlat their future shifts. At Irandoo, to some extent this was 



i.ryli^^ l.o prciUut wi.nl Mio ur--nv:^ v^ouM ^;rov/ \ip to \in : ^rni/^ihl, I'or'? 
r;ho]'b run nhan^v? i.U'"]iL hnvn iionn rvpoc^tod her''? tnan iri liiJ la-lol]!; lin , nn t}-.c do- 
vplopirbr nounnry nbrovli to crinnli up v/lth Ih^? v^onlorn boncrnnhor. /'o*-7^'n, upon 
mor^' ro riocLion, proVmbly ilic oppnnitn v;os moj'Q likoly i;o )}G Lruo, IVMran wan mo- 
vliv- rorv/nr l In uGicnliria knawlGd^,;G, rcrsnaraii and clGvolopmcnt , hut rhlladnlphia 
v;nn incvlivj ror^v/nrd imoh faatnr and rnov.ln^ ov*^n furl, her av/ny from Tehran. rrobaVdy 
1.1. v/onlil bn inany year*:; hoPore thnir incroaf^In^ toohninal nophinMnalion camo into 
liin:.^. an.) innny ynnrn after that hnforQ ^Pohran ntartccl Lo ovortnkn I'hilaHDlph La . 

Trnndoc gavG stroi\g GmpiiasiG to index nnd abstract . GcrviccG and to sorial blblloai^a 
phicn, Gvcntually snvcrnl hundred of tliem bGirvj on thG Gubscrlption lint. Its col- 
IcGtlon or ourront Indox and abatroet titlos and blbllo£/i-aphico muot havo bGcomo 
one of thG most extcn^ilve In V/est Asia. IrandoQ needed wide coverage, since Its 
subject aoopG was so broad, and abstract and index servioes were not only the most 
basic and useful types of material in these fields, but, at least for certain pur-' 
poses/ each of theae fields was reasonably well reperGsented by this type of ma- 
terial. Further, if Irandoc^s serial budget was to be restricted, as it probably 
would be sonner or later due to mercurial Iranian governjnent polioles, these were 
the titles to which subscription must be retained, after all else had been can- 
celled* The referenee librarians could carry on literature searches and SDI pro» 
Jcots from this material only. International library loan photoaoplas of entire 
papers could be obtained easily by airmail from cr^S In Paris, the Amerioan MM, 
NAL, and the British NLL, The Tehran Book Processli^ Centre national bibliography 
oolleotion supplemented this abstract and index collection for book material, 

Drexel did not particularly emphasize bibllographio, index or abstract titles, 
though certainly seVcral dozen of the chief titles in the fields of primary inte- 
rest were to be found on its subs^'orlpblon list* Basic and heavily used imexes 
were housed on special Index tables in the reference and public oataXog area 
where thoy could be located easily^ However , Vnere was some susploion on the"^ ''^ 
staff that certain of the new index and abstraot Journals each year overlapped 
considerably with existing IndGxes. Several of them were thought to cost too 
much and others in certain speclaliEed science fields were expected to receive > 
so little use from students and faculty members a^co be hardly wDrth aequirli^. 

Coverage of a serial's contents in the library's serial index or abstract jour- 
nals was vqry Important and determined purchase status for many titles. Index 
service increased the use to be expected for a title, imrther, such a listing --^-^ 
separated out one title i>om others in indicating an editorial board's good opln- 



loll oi* i {,'■ un:'"\n n.^nn, /ui'^'^ yl. t nnl "u'^-iir*.^"/ wan rnu'uly u°o "\il i,o in-r^" 'u.-'i^Ar lr 

war hlio nnw'i hullc''tln of i,hp ::.'v; Vork *"'ji-i;)i:vt Club, ninno ll^' r^.ur:^ r^av^ 
ah^n vmrn csrrind out primarily in serial Imcxon, tha non-lndoxed titlr: hnn lii^ 
11'^ chnnc*^ of haiix: lini tl, even Tor a Vdbliotjraphy in Itn own nubjoct fl^Mi, TI- 
KI noi CO covrrcfl woro to noma cxkcnt lor^t* Ab^itracLod mahcrlnl, onfl p to norno 
r*>!hcnt ovnn Indexed material, could be "read" quickly Juat by roaninc tho llatings 
and aV;Stractc* 

Aliaro tho Journal £;hood on citation count llatc was r^ii/nif leant, alno. In nhov/lng 
thn impnct or aitablliby of ItD pnpnrs, noth indux Status and citation nount 
ranking wero useful ItGm.i of Information in tlie tv/o countries, though thny v;ore 
yivRn more attention in Iran than in tho UOA. Each library neoded bibliographic 
matGrlal because It was of suGh baalG Importance In soleQtlon, aqquisltian, and 
referenoa work. In fact, this\^/as prpbably the most basle sorial material of all, 

Adduraey and dependability of tho serial *s contents vmre important in fiach count- 
ry ^ but wer©-^ difficult to evaluate in each country, also. Both DrtKol ami Iran- 
doc nao^iore or less-well trained subject opeolallst reference and blbllosraphio 
staff members to carry out the tvaluatlons. DrexGl's subJeGt speclallstG averaged 
a baohGlors deQrQB in their subject flelda, and a masters degrie in library 
seienco, while Irandoc's subject specialists averaged a masters desree in their 
subjeot fields and no course work in library science. The national contrasts 
could be seen most clearly when we attempted to ehoae American serials for use 
In Iran and Iranian serials for use in America* Each library had an advantage 
over the other in evaluatlns the accuracy and dependability of titles in its 
own oountry. Obviously, this left Irandoc the worse off of the two organizations, 
howoverrn because it needed hundrads of American titles, while Drexel needed very 
few Iranian titles. 

The representation of a variety of viowpointaj conservative and liberal, histo- 
rloal and modern, for and against, international and local, popj-uar and scholarly 
was often an important factor for considGration at Drexel, seldom in'.'l^andoc. 
American democratic principles emphasized book selection freedom and the Importance 
of full representation for both sides of any argument. In Iran, a variety of 
viewpoints existed on many social and political subjeots, but they were not much 
udlsQuased, conformity to official views belns expeoted. Pot* Ihstanci, vafylng 
attitudes existed toward communist oountrlis, and the ideas of serial select ion 
falrncii toward them and curiosity about them wer? present but were rather dimly 
perceived. Foreign politiQal problems did not concern Iranians very much. 
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r.-imcrnhlp wnn ik^vop lnvol<rfL in cin§pr lirrnry, but ntroniily pro-co^nmuinri, ma- 
l.orUl wnn ofricinlly fvov/nnri upon fcho nationnl liovornmnnt in earh nountry. 
nnnerally, I>gxo1 wa^ froor tlmi. JrAivlbc to OGlcnt material but f^ol lorn f^lt that 
li. nnOfjiKl such froedom, Itc parent Inotitution and studont bo*1y vmrn relative- 
ly conRorvativo, and- raculty mombern LiQldom as^ii^nnd Gontroversial material. Iran- 
doc, on thn othHr hand, had a r,eeurlby police officer on the stafr to chook actlvl- 
hi^^n, b\it con^orahlp or all klndfi vmn movQ potential than actual. Wo had no 
troublo rotnlnlnn a few pro-Chinono communi^^t title sub^oriptlons, Hownvc-, na- 
tionaliiitlc Kurdish material was pllod on the discard sholves rather than being 
made available to the public. Censorship of sexually sophiistlcabed material was 
nob a problem in GithGr city, though little of it was received. 

IHibllshorG- reputation v;as n froqunnt conoGrn In tho UGA. Some tltloa v/ere refusod 
where this rnputation waB poor and other titlos purcha.^sd automatieally wtere it 
v;as excellent, nimn mon% of its titles v;er@ Amorlcnn, DrGxel atood a oood chanee 
of belnQ able to evaluate? publish^^rn. The roputatlonn of fornlgn serial publi- 
mem were muoh harder to evaluate, thouch of leas consequence/ also, bepauae so 
'-^ow foreign titles were obtained, "erial rubliGhers" reputations were muGh better 
in the U3A than in Iran, Hlch levels of serial content aaduracy and dependabill^ 
ty were factors in any title 'sffavor, and wore oommon In the USA, Just as sensa- 
tionalism and proof reading erroro were common in Iran. Many Iranian titles oom- 
pouiided their own poor reputations by appearins at irregular and undependable in- 
tervals. 

The publlnher^s reputation soomed less di.^Grimlnatory for Iran than for the USA, 
liowQveri booauno of Irandoc's oomprohGnnlve selection of Iranian £>erial titles. 
Here, publlnhGr^- reputation was more important for forGlgn tltlon, In many count- 
rlcr,, it was difficult for Irandoc to guess repute, since few of Its staff mem- 
bei-.^ knew the Polish publlshins world, for InstanGe, or trie UAR Eoholarly Journal 
situation* Ucuaily^ gueos work was neoGs^ary. Of Qourae, at Irandoc and Drexel, 
mont unlvernity, rooeareh aenter and national doeumenbation center ^ivI-natlDnal? 
dorjumGntiitiQa.,aaatr© publiGatlono were assumed to be rellablo and probably sig- 
nificant . Government agency publlcatlona ware aeoumed to be reliable. For the 
USA, the UK, and to some extent for France, lome publisher- a repute Information 
was availablf on the Irandoc itaff , so seieotlon took this knowledaa into eonai- 
deration. 

Deliberately, Irandoo stopped rttr^^Veotiva serial pupohaainfi with i960, exoept 
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foe Important Ind.^x and nhnbrach tlQns. Drcxol hart no policy a.-^aln.-!- rotrospoc- 
tlvf purduvan"; hitt.^dLl .little of it honntmi? most of thn older volumon n'^cdcd 
wnrc already on itn shelves. In this instancG, insUtutional praetiftft mf, qulta, 
nimllar between countries, but for dirrorent reasona. Purthor, Droxol tGnrtcd 
to think in torms of ooniplete retrospnctive flloG for aynvy fierlal title, por- 
tiapa rcriofitlng the influanoa of Amorican aecrBdltation otarKlardn. Irandoe Etaff 
nionibnrP know they wore unlikely to have the budget to acquiro thounands of older " 
backrilo volumes, so rcstrioted the vast majority of tholr purchacna to subflcrlp= 
tions becliininij with the aurrenh year, ur.ually igCQ or 1970. Irandoc emphasized 
broadth and 'currency of covarace with little depth, whereaa Drexel emphsslEert depth 
in certain fields of strons empha.'jis. Irandoo assumed It would be able to supple- 
ment its holdings by obtaining back lasues not on hand from other Tranlan or fo- 
reign sources in Its inter-library loan system partiQipation. To soma extent, 
Drexel assufiied tlie same thing, of course. 

As its budget was reduced, price was increasingly important In Irandoc 's conside- 
rations and was not overlooked at Drexel, either. Price was always a factor to 
measure usefulness against, both for an expensive title like Chemical Abstracts 
and for a free title like Borden Reviews^ Each oreanlzation refused opportuni- 
ties to subsorlbe for this reason. Those titles published by Springer Verlag, for , 
Instanee, were noted in both cities always to be expinslve and often concentra- 
ted on specialized researoh topics, though they were always of good quality, also. 
Generally, American and Oerman titles were most expensive, and Indian, Pakistani, 
. and Iranian oheapest. 

A much higher percant of Irandoo 's than of Drexel 's titles were received free of 
charge, perhaps 4^ vs. m. Both local and foreign titles came in this manner. 
However, in this connection, it must be pointed out that tiiere was a significant 
differtnoe in the quality of the two serial eollections, also. Not only did Drex- 
el have many more axpenslve basic source titles of high quality than did Irandoo, 
V.ul. it had a much richer back file collecbion, also. Drexel and Irandoo overlap 
in spGaiflo serial title subaoriptlons was liard to estimate but may..have reaQhed 
on^ third. Welther library had exchansQ soriala of high quality to offor obher 
librarJes, though Irandoo oxploited its longer exchange list much more heavily 
ti.an nrc'xcl did. 

Korn Utlm were obtained on paper in both plaoos, though oaoh orEaninntlon hart 
some miorofllt^,s^subscriptlons for current volumtn. Drexel had the larger number 



or t:inm and ]md nonM f^^i'ial bGckTilin, alno. Only Droxol had microcard ani 

or i'ounnn, purionioaln woro liiP mont iiumcroua of norlal t7pr?n in bo^i! Inni.itu- 
tiojiis and vrorc? tl-e most valualilo, alno. Continuations were reproaonu.*! in both 
places, hov;evor, and made. up perhnpf? ^0 HixtU.pf 'Drexcil's anfj a fourth* of Trnn- 
noo'n Bnrinl titlnn. TUoro Keemod to bn little difrfironcn b^*l^v/^on Vm rontinua- 
I ! 011:1 of tii'i two arHanlzrihlonn, nxnopl.^-ron [f^andoc'n lnrKHr> noll'^ntinn nr thonirr 
J'rniii a |^rnatf?r VoiUot;/ of countriGn, but from fowor subjoeb rinldfi, alno. Tho 
f^onoralisationa already eiven for aerials in isenoral applied to them equall5^ 

Drexel received newspapers from three or four European Gapitals as well as Phila 
dolphia. Mew York and two or three other Ameriean cities* Irandoc received Ka- 
bul, Karachi, London, Paris, Home, Berlin and Now York newspapers, in addition 
to a dozGn or so papers in three languages from Tehran. Eaeh library had a satl? 
factory foreign representation in this category of material, hut Irandoc had a 
much atronger looal representation than Drexel did. 

In their governrnGnt publications colleetions, the two centers were quite diffe- 
rent. Drexel was a partial depository for US, governmont documents and took a 
■small minority of them. Aside from several British HMSO and UN publiaatlons =1 
few other government publications were obtained, Irandoa, on the other hand, -' 
made a strong effort to acquire all Iranian government documenta and started 
to prepare a Gomprehensive index to them. In fact, its oollection was expec- 
ted to be Iran s Yipst^ eomprehensive, and Its index to J^he only one in existanoe. 
Irandoc purohasod .a'^ecured free of charge several hundred HMSO, GPO, Austral- 
ian, South African and UN government publioatlonrseries fitting Into its aubjeot 
fieldi. 

Now that the description and Juxtaposition of Drexel University Library and Iran 

ian Documentation Centre serial seleotion policies 'have been completed, their 

analysis and comparison may begin. Wo must selcGt from the data given above on. . 

the' two lorganJ nations those similarities which seem significant. Contrasts are 

useless here and inalgnif leant or derivative similarities little better. Also, 

the Important similarities should be explainable in tfrmi of the social and cul* 

tural backgrounds frorq which they spring, or else in terms of the profissional 

E> . ii I v*r'^' 1 , 
theories gf.^the two org^niiation^. Similarities not explainable in such general 

terms will be of little value to scholars wishing to searah for ttiem In other 
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nlin or /■^nnralii^O f^^^om iJi^'fio r.l:^f]in;"n. M'>ny f itnllnrl . \:U.n/: "r:^h*: 

o'J.crwiso b*^ noneworliv/ can he txplained in ^^rms of UiG Annio-Ameri can inflii-^^ 
.CiiQO on tre ILhmr^' policies of hot^ institiitions, and will prcbpblv forrd in 
iO*"f"i*^^ erMnt^rinn ifb^r^- rbiB infb^'^*^^^ 1^ H^ron^:• - Also, wn munt nn) tran*. f)!^ 
rni'-'OT^'Q InfliienGO from boMi orranlzationn oince it waf5 t'smporar;' and p*'.rno^al. 

Oul n i^lnnn'^ oynr Iho da' n prnnnn' nH al ovn .! f5 ncnclnrt ro rovnnl Umt t./ o ' v;n lih- 
rarlnfi' ^nrifll sf^lnction poliGleo v/oro morn rilfrGro?V. t^l^fln alJko, Of courr^a, olr 
spongori!\^ ornanj^attons were different In many ways, also, ^'CourCT^^y!iln plon- 
tltudG of difforonQcis tTinkos eomparahlve anal;^sis simpler, but Inavou few almllart = 
1 ies for ^erloiis aonsldoration, also. 

It is oasy t.o pick out a few minor areas in wlric}i Dr^xGl-Trandoo policies w^re si- 
milar, but often it Is unclear wheblier or not tliese areas were profossJonally or 
socially sl|Tnlf leant. An example is h^ e Importanee of library and Information 
scienae serial manorial t.o both orpianizatlons. I'.ach ono waa ooncornfDd with sor- 
vim, a library aobool and wltli providing a cood collootion of material In Its 
professional staff memberi ' own field. Both felt obligated to develop hhe rleva- 
lop th©. best library and inforrnatlon saitnoe eollectlons in their Beographio areas. 
In neither case was tj^^re another such strong and aetlve collection nearby, vrnat 
serial or professional variables was this faotor assoolated with? It seems to 
have related to the absence of any other organization which could be depended on to 
provide this literature. Further, sinct their own subjeot field was Increasing 
rapidly in complexity and breadth, each set of staff members felt a practical 
need to acquire its literature conscientiously and maintain contaot with new pro- 
fessional Ideas, In each Qountry, moat libraries were specialised by subject^ field 
or else by scholarly level, and library science was not one of their Immodiatt 
concerns. Finally, it is clear that some modern librarians tended to look after 
their own interests first when building a serial eolltotlon. 

Another similarity worth notsinf^ was each ornanlzatidn's consciousness of the Im- 
portance of depending on other orr^anizatlons for serial service assistance. They 
carried on some inter-library loan activity and were reasonably content to allow 
serial selection to be limited bud/retarily in the knowledge that many titles 
eoiild ho borrowed from other l,1.brar«eB. Raoh organization was aware of 'modarn 
information systems and network thinking and of the Inereaslng dependence on each 
other of nations and people generally as wall as libraries individually. Of oourse, 
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Qun" IdoAn can hn found in evory eouritry and organization wharR coopf^ratlon and 
nioriorn Inforniai Ion thinkinr^ aro v/Gll-known* Probflbl:/ Drcxol and Traridoc v/qro in- 
fluoneed ^enorally by the An^ilo-AmGrican library coneeptn dominant in boV. oount- 

In nurvGyinp; oUiBr minor slmllarltios , we mlFibt mGntion Uie rather remarkable ef^- 
tiinato for the serial subocription list overlap, 3;^;1. In this rnspoct. prol.ably 
trie desire for American cerial-^ in many of the same subjcot fields brounht t!:e 
tv;o 1 nr^tltutions top-etlier, Amorlcan scrialG were of rQlatlvQly hiKh qualitv, and 
most of the serial index and abstract Berviees in wliicli they wore covered were 
American titles, also. No doubt the prOGenee of Amerioan influence In both orb^a- 
nlzationo was a cause of further similarities. 

Finally j we eome to what Beems to be the most slfjnlf leant Droxel-Trandoc slmila- 
rity, that, first and foremost, eaeh library bouprht loaal serials. By local ser- 
ials is meant primarily material from eaoh library's oto country, but secondari- 
ly, material from each library's own city. Within Itn subjeot fields, Irandoc's 
coverage of Iranian, particularly of Tehran titles, was comprehensive, while at 
the same time Drexel's covera/^e of Americari titles was as comprehensive as its 
budret would allow. Certainly, Drexel's coverage of Hiiladelphia titles was quit 
f^ood, also, probably better than that of any non-Philadelphia library. 

V/iV' was such looalism a common characteristic between these two organizations? 
This similarity must relate to the librarian's concern for serving: his local 
clientele well, and part of sueh service "required selection of a lars© number of 
local serial titles. Probably suoli a coneern was common in many countries. In 
most libraries, certain local serials could be txpected to rank amoiia the libra- 
ry's most popular titles. Often, this popularity was due to user familiarity 
with them and to their inclusion of Interesting local personal and institutional 
paprirs and news. The desire to keep up with events and people in the imniedlate 
vicinity was an important motive. Of course, locallcm was a part of herita/je 
presirvatlon and of the nationalistic approach to llbrarlanshlp p;@nerally. In 
each eountry, familiarity related itrongly to languaoe fluenoy, also, and per- 

aps even, to some extent, to the hi/sher cost and delayed receipt of most fo- 
reign material. The ease of obtaining local material as eohtrasted with tlie dlffi 
culty of obtaining foreign material was anotl-er Influential factor in both count- 
ries. Drexel would havt had difficulty defending tho idea of bringing in larR© 
numbers of foreign titles in prtfirence to hl^h quality AmfrlGan iubsoriptions. 
It was the pppoait© in Iran, however, with the Iranian librarian's lack of pridi 
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\n contcmpormrv Iran somet.lmep lendin/^ him to Ignore tho much lower mnlV:- local 
mntoi'inl. Tn api Lc of t!i!.«? nmbJvaloncG toward Tran, \.i,nro. wan a IorIcaI roanon 
w>':; mnny Tranlan titles co\ilfl ho found in Trandoo's colloction. .Trandoc'B exhaus- 
tive covcraRo of thorn was not due to a rilRh opinion of tlieir^ 'hut to' its asounp- 
tlon of reKponsibllity for Indexing, ahstractins and preservlnB them, In the ah- 
scncf! of otiior libraries carrying out this function. 

V.'hnt can be tlie final conclusion of this comparlaon? Regrettflbly, the nhsGnce 
of th.e data and analyses needed to support an objective study have aeverly li- 
mited its effectiveness. Briefly, however, two eonolusions may be listed. The 
influenoQ of nationalism on serial subscription policies in Iran and America 
must be recognized. Probably it is commbn In libraries over the world to find 
large numbers of local titles on hand. Also, whenever local pride or nationalism 
and strong library servlot ideas-^are combined, then a rich rapresentation of 
local serials may be expected, as a way of providlns good service to local users. 
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